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WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN MARINE PROTECTED AREAS OUTLOOK
towards the achievement of the global biodiversity framework targets

Expanding MPAs will enable EA
countries to tap into blue economy
MPAs have numerous
benefits as they help to
conserve marine species,
protect critical habitats and
support socio-economic
development.
MILLICENT MWOLOLO
Special correSpondent

M

arine protected areas (MPAs) are important because healthy oceans are
critical to human survival. Oceans
provide food, regulate the climate,
generate most of the oxygen that all
living things breathe, and serve as the engine for
much of the world’s economy.
According to the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), blue
economy has an estimated turnover of between
US$3 and 6 trillion every year. This includes employment, ecosystem services provided by the
ocean, and cultural services. It is also estimated
that fisheries and aquaculture contribute $US100
billion per year and about 260 million jobs to
the global economy. Yet, the ocean and its rich
resources are being damaged and depleted faster
than ever before.
Marine protected areas offer one of the best
options to reverse these trends. “A well-managed
MPA can bring significant economic, social, and
environmental benefits to a country,” said Maria
Pentzel of the Mafia Island Marine Park. “They
can increase food security by preventing the
overexploitation of fish stocks, create and protect
jobs in the tourism, fisheries and aquaculture sectors; build resilience to climate change, and protect species and habitats.”
In East Africa, Kenya and Tanzania have committed to conserving at least 10 per cent of their
marine and coastal areas by 2020 under Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14.5. Currently,
Tanzania has proclaimed 18 MPAs protecting
over 2143 sq. km of oceans on the mainland and
an additional 2282 sq. km in Zanzibar. On the
other hand, Kenya has declared six marine and
coastal areas as protected, an area covering
over 941 square kilometers, representing 0.67
per cent of its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
Economically, MPAs protect breeding and nursery grounds for fish and prevent over-exploitation of fish stocks, helping maintain food and job
security. Through this, they protect jobs linked to
the tourism industry, shipping and logistics; and
ensure a thriving blue economy.
Socially, MPAs help to nurture cultural and heritage practices intricately linked to the ocean.
In conserving the environment, MPAs help protect species, habitats, and ecosystem functions.
They assist the environment to build resilience
to climate change events, like floods, cyclones, or
sea-level rise.
The 15th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity is attempting to
finalise a worldwide biodiversity conservation
framework for the years 2020-2050. The talks
must produce ambitious but achievable goals
for protecting and restoring environment while
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fairly and sustainably sharing nature’s benefits to
humans. Increasing the ocean space under MPAs
is a key agenda in the biodiversity framework.
According to scientists, expanding the worldwide
coverage of MPAs from 2.4 percent to 5% may increase future fish harvests by at least 20%. This
may result in an additional nine to twelve million
tonnes of seafood being produced each year, valued between $15 and 19 billion dollars. It would
also boost the amount of fish protein available
for a rising human population to consume. The
newly-published Western Indian Ocean (WIO)
MPA Outlook: Towards Achievement of the Global Biodiversity Framework Targets, developed by
the Nairobi Convention and the Western Indian
Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) further assesses and analyses these efforts in order
to guide and strengthen marine conservation
in the Western Indian Ocean region towards the
achievement of the post-2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework.
The MPA Outlook documents the regional
progress towards sustainability targets, notably
on MPAs. The report reflects on the previous ten
years of progress under the Aichi targets. Target
11 calls for protection of 10 per cent of important
marine and coastal areas and managing them effectively. This report is also timely coming against
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to educate and raise public awareness to enhance
support for MPAs. There is opportunity to t continue to engage local communities in the management of both formal and non-formal MPAs to
ensure sustainability.
A regional framework to improve MPA management in East Africa
As part of the recommendations, the MPA Outlook report calls for the establishment of a regional framework to develop the capacity of
Kenya, Tanzania and East Africa’s ability for MPA
management. Notably, Kenya and Tanzania must
collaborate with other nations in the area to establish a common regional approach and standards to assessing the management effectiveness
of MPAs. The MPA Outlook also highlights the
need for Kenya and Tanzania to set aside dedicated budgets to ensure long-term funding for
equipment, infrastructure, skilled personnel, and
effective enforcement of MPA regulations.
“We hope that this publication helps highlight
how our MPAs can inform Kenya’s Marine Spatial
Planning process and Blue Economy in general,”
noted Pacifica Ogola, Focal Point of Kenya to the
Nairobi Convention.

WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN

the backdrop of the SDGs, as well as global commitments to climate mitigation and adaptation
framed by the first year of the UN Decade of
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development.
The MPA Outlook further highlights best practices and challenges faced by governments in
managing MPAs, and provides recommendations
for how to make the impact of MPAs even greater.
MPA outlook for Kenya
Kenya has made significant progress towards increasing the total coverage of MPAs. The current
six MPAs protecting over 941 square kilometers
of oceans have led to increased revenues and
income for local tour operators and fishermen,
enhanced biodiversity protection, and discouraged destructive fishing practices. Yet, there are
several opportunities to build on this progress
and ensure that people, the economy, and nature
reap even more benefits from MPAs. For example,
locally managed marine areas (LMMAs) have increased in the Kenya in the last decade with 24
communities creating informal protected areas
to conserve fisheries and marine resources and
a transboundary marine conservation area between Tanzania and Kenya offer new opportunities for extending the coverage of MPAs in Kenya.
MPA outlook for Tanzania
Tanzania has made significant progress towards
increasing the total coverage of MPAs. Currently,
Tanzania has proclaimed 18 MPAs protecting
over 2143 sq. km of oceans on the mainland (0.92
per cent of its EEZ), and an additional 2282 sq.
km in Zanzibar (approximately 1 per cent of its
EEZ). These protected areas have given Tanzania
the opportunity to maintain food and job security, protect its remarkable biodiversity, and to safeguard its cultural heritage.
Yet, there are several opportunities to build on
this progress and ensure that people, the economy, and nature reap even more benefits from
MPAs. There is opportunity for Tanzania to formally designate the proposed MPAs and the
Transboundary Marine Conservation Area between Kenya and Tanzania, and to diversify its
sources of revenue from oil and gas exploration
projects.
A myriad of opportunities abound in tourism
investments, and user fees. Tanzania can further
expand her MPA coverage to meet future targets
under the Global Biodiversity Framework, and to
invest in community development programmes
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About the WIO MPA
Outlook
This Outlook was developed under the Implementation of the Strategic Action Programme for the Protection of the Western
Indian Ocean from Land-Based Sources and
Activities project of the Nairobi Convention,
funded by the Global Environment Facility.
The Nairobi Convention, signed by Comoros, France, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa, and Tanzania, aims to promote a prosperous Western Indian Ocean region with
healthy rivers, coasts, and oceans. It provides
a platform for governments, civil society, and
the private sector to work together for the
sustainable management and use of the marine and coastal environment.
The UN Environment Programme is the
leading global voice on the environment. It
provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and
peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.
The Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association is a non-profit, membership organization dedicated to promoting
the educational, scientific and technological
development of all aspects of marine sciences throughout the Western Indian Ocean
(WIO) region, with a view toward sustaining
the use and conservation of its marine resources.

