
39  |   wIomsa  newsbrief 2020

MeSOPHOtIc cOrAl reefS Of cOMOrOS – 
ReSeARCh TO pOLICy ACTION. By Jean Harris and Nikki Chapman

regIONAl NeWS/PrOjectS

The aim of this visit was to report on results 
from the 20-day cruise undertaken in 2018 
aboard the research vessel Angra Pequena, 
as part of the three-year “Mesophotic Reef 
Biodiversity and Fish Communities” project 
funded by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund (CEPF). 

the meetings provided an opportunity to discuss 
the implications of the research findings for 
management, and for enhancing benefits for 
coastal communities, with senior fisheries and 
environment decision-makers, marine protected 
area (MPA) managers, fishers, and communities.  

A meeting in Moroni with senior environment 
and fisheries government officials and 
University of Comoros science leadership 
was held. 

attendees included the Director General of 
Fisheries, senior officials from Réseau National des 
aires Protégées, and the Dean of science of the 
university of Comoros. a productive meeting was 
also held with mPa managers at mwali marine Park. 
Copies of images and videos from the surveys were 
handed over for use by the university and mohéli 
Park management.

Report-back meeting in Moroni between the CEPF project team and senior 
environment and fisheries government decision-makers and MPA managers.

Late last year members of WILdOCeANS, Coastal Oceans Research and development 
(CORdIO) and the French Research Institute for development (IRd) joined partners from 
the university of Comoros and two local non-profit organisations, AIde and uMAMA, to 

attend a series of meetings across three islands of the Comoros archipelago. 
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research undertaken during the cruise included 
sampling at three separate sites on the western 
side of each of the three islands (ndzouani, 
Ngazidja and Mwali). 

Visual surveys of mesophotic reefs were done between 
40 m and 200 m using a remotely operated vehicle and 
stereo-baited remote underwater vehicles (s-BRuVs). the 
south africa Institute for aquatic Biodiversity provided 
equipment and technical experts from the african 
Coelacanth ecosystem Program for the surveys, and 
members from the university of the Comoros, CoRDIo, 
Comoros Directorate of Fisheries and Nekton/university 
of oxford participated, including a number of post-
graduate students. 

Fishers and villagers were hosted aboard the vessel 
during surveys to allow them to witness first-hand the 
research activities, to view imagery and to engage with 
the scientists. led by chief scientist, Dr melita samoilys 
(CoRDIo), the team also repeated shallow surveys 
around the three islands using sCuBa diving to compare 
the condition of the photic reefs over time, and provide 
data to compare photic and mesophotic biodiversity with 
a focus on fish communities. 
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Presentation to the Museum staff of display units with 
images and video footage from the research cruise to 

augment their new mesophotic reefs display.

Dr Lucy Woodall (Oxford University) and Nirina 
Rasoanandrasana (University of Comoros) 
processing samples aboard RV Angra Pequena at 
Ndzouani Island in Comoros.

aIDe and umama- hosted community meetings 
on Ngazidja, mwali and Ndzouani islands, sharing 
results and imagery with fishers and tourism 
representatives. The CEPF project team again 
visited the Museum and Centre National de 
documentation et de recherche in moroni 
and presented them with images and videos of 
Comoros mesophotic seascapes and species, to 
augment the display prepared by the museum 
staff in 2019.

speaking about the surveys, Dr samoilys said  
This cruise was one of the first of its kind for the western Indian Ocean  and positions the 
Republic of Comoros as a leader in terms of gaining an understanding of the biodiversity and fish 
populations on the deeper tropical mesophotic reef systems.”
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In addition, a coral reef awareness and capacity-
building session dedicated to teachers and 
trainers was held in each of the three islands.  

The mArecO toolkit was used to engage 
with and train local NGO’s partners (AIDE 
and UMAMA) and teachers on each of the 
islands. 

this kit is part of the maReCo project, a partnership 
between the IRD and wIomsa, and registered at 
the ocean Conference in 2017 as a commitment 
for concrete action to advance implementation 
of sustainable Development Goals (sDG 14). 
Available Here

the distribution of the kits was accompanied by 
theoretical training (1 day) and practical sessions in 
schools with pupils and teachers. these sessions 
were facilitated by lola masse (IRD), assisted by 
Nicolene Chapman (wIlDoCeaNs). aIDe and 
umama selected the teachers’ training workshop 
participants and the local schools to interact with 
and conduct the children’s training workshops. the 
kits now remain with these NGos who will make 
them available to schools.   

Website: www.wildtrust.co.za

Social media:  
@wildoceanssa on facebook, 

@wildoceanssa on instagram, 

@wildoceanssa on Twitter

Learners using the MARECO coral reef toolkit. 
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https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=18623#sthash.qjm4Lu2T.dpuf
http://www.wildtrust.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/WILDOCEANSSA/
https://www.instagram.com/wildoceanssa/%3Fhl%3Den
https://twitter.com/wildoceanssa?s=11

